7 Minute Briefing - FORCED MARRIAGE

Key Learning: Legislation

Forced Marriage (S) Act 2011

came info force in Nov 2011.

It infroduced Forced Marriage

Protection Orders (FMPO) to protect

1. Report concerns to Social Work or people from being forced to marry, or who

Forced Marriage is a Child or
Adult Protection issue.

the Police immediately are already in a forced marriage.

2. Follow the One Chance Rule Forcing someone into marriage was made a
guidance when speaking to adults.  criminal offence in Scotland in 2014.

3. Referto West Lothian's Forced Both males and females can be the victim of
Marriage Guidance, Child forced marriage, as can those who lack
Protection and ASP procedures. capacity to give consent to marriage.

Forcing someone into

marriage includes:

1. Taking someone abroad to
force them to marry
(Wwhether or not the marriage
takes place)

2. Marrying someone who lacks
the mental capacity to
consent to the marriage
(Whether they're pressured to
or not)

Forced Marriage Guidance
will be referred to by Social
Work, Police and Health and
Adult or Child Protection
procedures followed by the
core agencies

FORCED
MARRIAGE

What to do:
1. Agree asafe means to contact
them and a safe word fo ensure
that they are free to talk.
2. Listen to the person
3. Remember the one Chance Rule of
keeping the person safe, speaking to
them alone. Don't discuss what they've

The pressure put on people to

marry against their will may be:

1. Physical: e.g. threats, physical
and/or sexual violence,

2. Emotional and psychological,

e.g. making someone feel like

D . . Forced marriage is where a they are bringing ‘shame’ on
scuq with Thelr.relohves or members of person is forced into a marriage their family
their community : without their free and full consent 3. Financial abuse, e.g.
e e Aellier Calel or, in the case of children & some taking someone's
Protection referral immediately 5 where consent cannot be given. wages

fo Social work or the Police. Arranged marriage is where the families
of both spouses are primarily responsible for
choosing a marriage partner for their child
or relative, but the final decision as to
whether or not to accept the arrangement
lies with the potential spouses who give their
full and free consent.


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2011/15/contents/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/12/contents/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/12/contents/enacted

